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Novartis Animal Health Introduces Joint Effort 

Educational CD-ROM presents advanced protocol to manage canine arthritis

GREENSBORO, N.C., February 26, 2007 — In an effort to emphasize the importance of early detection and comprehensive treatment of canine arthritis, Novartis Animal Health US, Inc. has developed a free educational CD-ROM titled, “How Do You Manage Canine Arthritis in Your Hospital?” It is available free to veterinarians and veterinary students nationwide.

An estimated 20 percent of adult dogs are afflicted with canine osteoarthritis (OA) and many more are considered “high risk” for developing arthritis because of their age, breed or body condition. To treat dogs suffering from OA, Novartis Animal Health created a Joint Effort protocol for this CD-ROM that is designed to promote proper joint health and a better quality of life for all dogs. 

The Joint Effort program encompasses a comprehensive treatment approach that develops a partnership between veterinarians and pet owners. Veterinarians can utilize specific client education sections of the Joint Effort CD-ROM to teach pet owners about the frequency of canine arthritis, encourage them to observe dogs for early signs of OA and provide them with the best treatment options. Incorporated into the Joint Effort treatment is Adequan( Canine (polysulfated glycosaminoglycan), the only FDA-approved
 disease modifying osteoarthritis drug (DMOAD) that effectively slows the disease cycle of canine arthritis.

Steven Fox, M.S., D.V.M., M.B.A., Ph.D., director of pain management for Novartis Animal Health, recommends the Joint Effort program because it is grounded in the idea that not only can canine arthritis be managed, but the progression of the disease can actually be decreased. Furthermore, the program highlights the importance of a partnership between pet owners and veterinarians. 

“It’s necessary to begin treatment for canine arthritis early,” said Fox. “Once the cartilage is lost, it can’t be retrieved. With educational efforts like this CD-ROM, we can help veterinarians better understand the importance of early detection and treatment, and they can pass that knowledge on to pet owners. Early education is a key aspect in managing this disease.” 

The free CD-ROM helps veterinarians implement the protocol and strategy for an effective Joint Effort program and provides video testimonials from leading veterinarians discussing best practices for executing the program in hospitals. 
- more -
Featured veterinarians include: 

· R. Tod Beckett, D.V.M.; Animal Care Center at Mill Run

· Denis J. Marcellin-Little, M.S., D.E.D.V., DACVS, DECVS, CCRP; North Carolina State University

· Ian G. Holsworth, B.V.Sc. (Hon), M.A.C.V.Sc. (Surgery); Veterinary Medical and Surgery Group, Ventura, California
· Darryl L. Millis, D.V.M., M.S., DACVS, CCRP; University of Tennessee 
Veterinarians and veterinary students can request the free CD-ROM by contacting their Novartis Animal Health representative or calling Novartis professional services at 1-800-637-0281.
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About Adequan® Canine

Adequan Canine (polysulfated glycosaminoglycan or PSGAG) should not be used in dogs who are hypersensitive to PSGAG or who have a known or suspected bleeding disorder. It should be used with caution in dogs with renal or hepatic impairment. Possible side effects (pain at injection site, vomiting, diarrhea, depression and abnormal bleeding) were mild, transient and self-limiting. Safety studies of PSGAG in breeding, pregnant or lactating dogs have not been conducted. For full product information, please visit www.adequancanine.us. 
About Novartis Animal Health US, Inc.

Novartis Animal Health US, Inc. researches, develops and commercializes leading animal treatments that meet the needs of pet owners, farmers and veterinarians. Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, and present in almost 40 countries, Novartis Animal Health US, Inc. employs about 2,300 people worldwide. For more information, please consult www.petwellness.com or www.ah.novartis.com.  
About Novartis

Novartis AG (NYSE: NVS) is a world leader in offering medicines to protect health, cure disease and improve well-being. Our goal is to discover, develop and successfully market innovative products to treat patients, ease suffering and enhance the quality of life. We are strengthening our medicine-based portfolio, which is focused on strategic growth platforms in innovation-driven pharmaceuticals, high-quality and low-cost generics, human vaccines and leading self-medication OTC brands. Novartis is the only company with leadership positions in these areas. In 2006, the Group's businesses achieved net sales of USD 37.0 billion and net income of USD 7.2 billion. Approximately USD 5.4 billion was invested in R&D. Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, Novartis Group companies employ approximately 101,000 associates and operate in over 140 countries around the world. For more information, please visit www.novartis.com. 
Adequan is a registered trademark of Luitpold Pharmaceuticals, Inc., used under license.
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