Parasite Prevalence High; Compliance With Preventives Low 

Novartis Studies Confirm Trend – Plus, Pet Mobility and Wildlife Are Likely Primary  Sources of Transmission

Heartworm and intestinal parasites remain prevalent across the U.S., as indicated by recent studies that once again highlight the need for improved pet owner awareness of prevention alternatives.

Novartis Animal Health US, Inc. points to three surveys conducted over the past year that support this conclusion and reinforce the value of the company’s investment in educational tools that veterinarians can use with pet owners to demonstrate the value of parasite prevention. These three surveys consist of a Novartis survey of veterinarians in 11 Western U.S. states, a Louisiana State University School of Veterinary Medicine study on dogs displaced by hurricanes in the Gulf Region and a Novartis survey of more than 350 animal shelters across the country receiving many of those dogs. 

The studies and findings showed the following results:

· Novartis Animal Health US, Inc.’s survey of more than 1,000 veterinary clinics in 11 Western U.S. states challenges the commonly held belief that heartworm is not an issue in that area of the country. Forty-nine percent of responding clinics reported heartworm positive cases totaling more than 2,300 incidents of heartworm in pets in 2005.
· The study by the Louisiana State University School of Veterinary Medicine of dogs rescued and housed in shelters after hurricanes in the Gulf Region revealed that one or more internal parasites were present in 59 percent of all dogs tested.

· The survey conducted by Novartis Animal Health US, Inc. of more than 350 animal shelters across the country that received pets displaced by hurricanes in the Gulf Region found a majority of the rescued pets tested positive for heartworm and intestinal parasites. Pets were relocated from the Gulf Region to shelters in 20 different states, including California, New York, Minnesota and North Carolina. 

Further compounding the issue, several leading parasitologists believe that increased mobility—unprotected pets traveling with their families—and a growing, on-the-move population of coyotes, raccoons and other wildlife capable of transmitting heartworm and intestinal parasites may be primary sources. 

“These studies do demonstrate that heartworm and intestinal parasites are endemic throughout most of the US, including regions where prevalence is historically thought to be low,” said David Stansfield, BVSc, MRCVS, Director of Professional Relations, Novartis Animal Health US, Inc.  “Add to that the national average for compliance with heartworm preventives—five out of 12 months—and the magnitude of the issue is evident.”

Novartis Animal Health US, Inc. is sharing these findings to assist veterinarians and their staff in educating clients on the health risks that parasites pose to pets and families, and to promote compliance with year-round parasite preventives. The company is supporting knowledge and compliance through staff educational tools including informational resources, on-demand CE accredited online seminars, practice-building solutions and client communication tools. 

“For more than 15 years, Novartis Animal Health has been committed to partnering with veterinary professionals to protect the health of pets and people through parasite prevention,” said Stansfield.  “We are stepping up that partnership and taking our commitment to the next level.”

For more information on clinic and client educational tools or the studies, please visit www.BeyondTheMedicine.com, sponsored by Novartis Animal Health US, Inc. 

About Novartis Animal Health US, Inc.

Novartis Animal Health US, Inc. researches, develops and commercializes leading animal treatments that meet the needs of pet owners, farmers and veterinarians. Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, and present in almost 40 countries, Novartis Animal Health US, Inc. employs about 2,300 people worldwide. For more information, please consult www.petwellness.com or www.ah.novartis.com.

About Novartis

Novartis AG (NYSE: NVS) is a world leader in offering medicines to protect health, cure disease and improve well-being. Our goal is to discover, develop and successfully market innovative products to treat patients, ease suffering and enhance the quality of life. We are strengthening our medicine-based portfolio, which is focused on strategic growth platforms in innovation-driven pharmaceuticals, high quality and low-cost generics, human vaccines and leading self-medication OTC brands. Novartis is the only company with leadership positions in these areas. In 2006, the Group's businesses achieved net sales of USD 37.0 billion and net income of USD 7.2 billion. Approximately USD 5.4 billion was invested in R&D. Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, Novartis Group companies employ approximately 101,000 associates and operate in over 140 countries around the world. For more information, please visit www.novartis.com.
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